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The Naming of London Streets

READ BEFORE THE LONDON AND MIDDLESEX HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETY, MAY 161H, 1905. REVISED AND
CORRECTED UP TO DATE, JANUARY 9tH, 1909.
BY HARRIETT PRIDDIS, BROOK FARM, LONDON

The first name on record that can be applied to the Forty-third
degree North Latitude and Eighty-first West Longitude, where the
City of London now stands, is of Italian origin, America for Amerigo
Vespucci, a Florentine navigator.

Then comes Canada from the Iroquois word “Kanata,” literally
a collection of huts; but used by the Indians to designate any town
or settlement, applied by the French voyageurs to the land extend-
ing from the Ohio River north to the Hudson. Henry of Navarre
tried changing the name to ‘“ Nouwvelle France”,; but Canada finally
prevailed. The Voyageurs continued their explorations westward
along the shores of the Erie or Cat Lake, and about the middle of the
seventeenth century reported the existence of a forked river in the
favorite hunting ground of the Neutrals, which the natives called
* Askiinesipi,” antlered river ; but to which they gave the name of
La Tranchee, from the even depth and uniform flow of water of the
part near the mouth.

The next name that appears in our distant horizon is the
German ‘‘ Hesse,” applied to the most westerly of the four districts
into which Lord Dorchester, Governor-General, in 1788 divided the
newly settled country north of the Great Lakes, intending to estab-
lish a permanent aristocracy with a Grand Duchy element. The
district of Hesse covered the entire Peninsula from Long Point to
the St. Clair, including Detroit, and it was in the Province of
“Quebec.” The following year an order in Council granted 200
acres of land to all children of Loyal Subjects during the late war,
with the honorable distinction that they and their descendants
should add the letters U. E. to their names for all time.

In 1791, Pitt’s Canada Act, separating the Provinces, was passed ; ~
and the beaver, the bear, the wolf and the deer on the banks of La
Tranchée, and their Indian hunters, became Upper Canadians, with
gohndGraves Simcoe for the first Lieutenant-Governor of Upper

anada.

_Irnmediately after his appointment, the new Governor wrote to
afriend: “I mean to establish a Capital in the very heart of the
country, upon the river of La Tranchée; the Capital I shall call
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Simcoe was British or nothing, so his democratic Parliament,
which first met in 1792, promptly changed the high-sounding
German names to plain English, and Hesse became the Western
District. It also divided ‘the province into nineteen counties, half
of them with English namesakes, and the north and south branches
of La Tranchée joined waters in the County of Suffolk. On the 16th
of July of the same year, Governor Simcoe officially announced that
the river La Tranchée should be called the Z%ames. In February of
1793 he started on his memorable overland trip to Detroit with Major
Littlehales and Lieutenant Talbot in his train, for which we are
devoutly thankful, as one of them kept a diary which he afterwards
published, and the other came back to colonize the land.

Dr. Scadding, in “ Toronto of Old,” tells an interesting incident
of the visit. General Simcoe, in jocose mood, ordered a grand parade
of ten men (all he had) and a formal discharge of musketry as a

ceremony of inauguration for the Capital, which order was solemnly

obeyed by Lieutenant Givins, who also returned to settle.

On 17th of September, 1793, the Governor, in writing to the
Honorable Henry Dundas, after explaining his ideas about the road:
ways, etc., continued :

“They lead to the propriety of establishing a Capital of Upper
Canada, which may be somewhat distant from the center of the
present colony. The Capital I propose to establish at NVew London."
(What has become of poor Georgina?) However, he did not carmy

out his proposal, as York became the Capital, but evidently not§s

with Simcoe’s approval; for as late as 1796, at the very end of hi
Canadian career, in a dispatch to Lord Portland, he suggested that

in the event of the seat of Government being transplanted to theds

Thames, “the proper place,” the buildings and grounds at York
where he was placing the seat of Government “for the present”
could be sold to lessen or liquidate the debt of its construction.

In 1798 the districts were subdivided, the eastern half of West-

ern District taking the name of London.

In 1800 the number of counties was increased to twenty-five
As the District already had a river Thames and purposed having &
London town, the politicians, with an unusual display of sentiment,
decided that they had better make the imitation complete, and
have a Middlesex county, in order that the expected inflow of immi-
grants might feel quite at home. At that time the County included
an area of about one thousand square miles, extending from Lakes

Erie to Huron ; so that the Middlesex Historical Society can legiti:

mately include in its pioneer research the fascinating records of the

Talbot settlement.

In 1826 the District Courthouse at Vittoria was destroyed by
fire. The authorities thought a more central position better for thef
new buildings, and London was chosen, though not without a fight &
for the honor from St. Thomas and Delaware. By the first of Junefs
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Mahlon Burwell, with Freeman Talbot and Benjamin Stri
cham-beagers, surveyed four acres of the governngent apptrrégﬁzrti?;
for the site. A temporary Courthouse was erected, and, twenty
years z'after he lay at rest in the quiet Devonshire churchyard
Simcoe’s dream of a London on the Thames in the wilderness
Became a very prosaic fact. But it was still many years before
J..ondon was anything more than an official name. To the:
villagers and surrounding farmers it was simply * The Forks.”
Colonel Burwell’s town survey extende i
to N%rﬂldsltéeet, an;l east to Wellinéton Stree?. G e ot
orth Street of course tells its own story. The narro i
of North Stre_et West. and its more southerly position was Y}?; :\gsdutll:
of a quagmire, which interfered with satisfactory street-making -
even up to the standard of that early day in Canada. In 1869 this
section was renamed Carling Street, in honor of the Hon. John

- Carling, then Commissioner of Public Works in John Sanfield Mac-

Donald’s Ontario Government, and North Street conti

Wllham Sgreet. North Street was one of the first t(? bglrrllggg b:;flotﬁg
lmpetus given to street-decorating through the completion of the
waterworks system, and the new name, Queen’s Awvenue given in
honor of Queen Victoria by the council of 1876, is most ap’propriate
Thel'-e are few finer vistas on the continent than Queen’s Avenue'
looking east from the Post Office steps. ;

Dundas Street was named for Henr i

N y Dundas, first Lord Me
Sg.cretary of State under Pitt, who must have been a favoritel‘;\lrlilt%
Simcoe and other pioneer settlers ; as his name and title and those

‘of his family connection constantly appear in county, township

town, river, island, straits and roads throughout British North

America.

King Street so named for the King—George IV.
York Street named for Frederick, Duke of York, second son of

George II1., a favorite with the military settlers of th i

as wel} as with hjs doting father. He was comrrfaﬁ(ﬂ;znlig})l‘i,elzrflcgf' :
the British army in these settlement days. Standing at the corner
of York and Richmond Streets, one recalls another meeting of the
two names when Charles Lennox and Prince Frederick met in mortal
combat, but no darpage was done. It is said that the Prince, an
excel!ent shog, fired in the air; at all events, he stood ready for n'lore
shooting, saying he‘ had come to give Lennox satisfaction and he
was ready to give him all he wanted. With all their faults they
were brave men and good soldiers, these stalwart sons of Geor‘ge II1.

Bathurst Street for Henry, second Earl Bathurst. As Colonial

Secretary at the time, his name a i
ime, ppears in most of the corres -
ence connected with the settlement of London Township. e

Horton Street. This name is generally credited to Recorder

William Horton, who with his brother Edward was
lawyers in the District. But Mr. Samuel McBride sg;r;(:n‘gr\%? 2)1- S%
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dictator of London District. In the new survey, north of Oxford

Street, where the road widens, it was called Great Talbot Street.
Ridout Street, named after Surveyor-General Thomas Ridout,
who had much to do with the planning of roads and streets in the
Being a practical professional man, he
found many difficulties in controlling Colonel Talbot’s high-handed,
independent mode of settling a country and mapping out roads.
f A short street in the low land on the bank of
. the river from which it takes its name.
Now that London is properly christened, we may leave her to
find her feet, while we make some enquiry about the naming of the
highways that have led to her growth and prosperity.

It is told of Governor Simcoe, that when he stood at the Forks
of the River Thames he drew his sword and said, * This will be the
chief military depot of the west and the seat of a district.
this spot,” pointing with his sword to the east, “I will have a line
. for aroad run as straight as the crow can fly to the head of the
~ ‘little lake .” This boast was made good, though not in his day,
* by the building of the Governor's Road.
| work, graded, gravelled, planked, or only tided over with * corduroy,”

as the various townships through which it passed felt disposed to
4 One of the first acts of the new Legislature of
~ Upper Canada was to pass a bill for laying out and keeping in repair
~ public highways and roads.

Yonge Street was built by the Governor’s Regiment of Queen’s
Rangers, from Lake Ontario to Lake Si
ope began the great military road which he named Dundas Street,
nd intended to have completed from one extremity of the Province

In the London District the Gfand Trunk of the wilder-
ness follows the same straight line as the *Governor’s Road ” for
' some distance beyond Woodstock; then branches off to the south

and east, through Brantford, becoming one with the Hamilton Road
to Ancaster; there branching off to Dundas, it keeps company with
the Lake Shore Road for a short distance, then goes its independent

' Distinctively *the street” of Halton
~ County, east of Toronto it becomes the *Kingston Road.”

Home and London Districts.

Thames Street.

It was entirely a municipal

treat it at the time.

This man of infinite

' reality, none of the ambitious schemes of the people’s Governor were

 altogether fruitless.

““The Longwoods Road” may be said to have existed in the
losing years of the eighteenth:century, though it was then little
more than a blazed trail from Delaware to McGregor’s Creek (Chat-
am). It was named for the dense forest of hard oak, with a
prinkling of walnut, through which it passed in the Townships of
Caradoc and Ekfrid, and is the road taken by Proctor in his retreat
‘from Moraviantown when he left the Indian hero, Tecumseh, on the
battlefield. It was somewhat improved for military transport during
“the disturbances of 1812 and 1837, but was not graded beyond

!

i
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Gzowski, Killaley’s engineer in the construction of Brough’s Bridge.
A suspension bridge was a curiosity in those days, and, like most
departures from the established order of things, it was viewed with
distrust. Gzowski declared that it would carry a regiment of march-
ing soldiers, the severest test known to mechanics, without danger.

~ “Will you risk standing under the bridge while they pass over?”
" was asked. “Certainly.” Colonel Weatherall, of the 1st Royals,

Commandant of the Barracks at that time, marched his men over at

~ a steady tramp, and Brough’s Bridge stood the test to the satisfac-

tion of the most skeptical. Then, to show the grit and training of
his men, the Colonel marched them, artillery and all, along the
Fourth Concession line, down the steep bank of the “Medway” (so
named by the English mill-owner, William Turville), and up the
opposite bank, and turning, came back to town by the same road.

a man of originality and enterprise, adapted to the requirements of
anew country. Before he succeeded in getting a church building,
he gathered his congregation in the old grammar school in Odell’s
Schoolhouse. The first church was situated on Richmond Street,
about where the Free Press Office now stands. To the surprise of
his people, Mr. Clarke secured property and built himself a house on
the high land on the south bank of the Thames, overlooking Welling-
ton Street. “How impractical ! How like a parson!” was the general
wverdict. How did he expect to reach his congregation? His reasons
tisfied himself, at all events. He said the walk around the
‘banks of the river to the bridge would be a pleasure, and for a short
t there was always the ferry at the foot of the hill. The view
‘was fine, and the high land healthy; so he went on improving his
rounds and getting his house in order, not interrupted too much by
e callers. When everything was settled to his satisfaction, and
ple had ceased to discuss his eccentricities, he canvassed the
wn for funds to build a very necessary bridge at the foot of
ellington Street. He got the money with little trouble ; the neces-
'8ity of the bridge was so apparent—and who had a right to it, name
nd all, if not the impractical Parson !

During all this time the settlement was part of the London

ment at the homes of its members. According to the first minute-
Ibook, which, by the way, cost £1, and is still to be seen in the Arva
‘Town Hall, the principal duties of the Council were to attend to the

individual liberty, it is wonderful how pioneers discriminate in favor
of the pig. In 1838 Mr. George J. Goodhue entered the Council,
pparently with a definite purpose. No,doubt with increased
wealth and leisure there arose a desire to beautify home surround-
ngs—a somewhat thankless effort with Sir Hog at liberty; so in

Clarke’s Bridge was named for the Rev. William Clarke, Congre- f
gational Missionaryto the London Settlement, who was, undoubtedly, -

‘Township municipality, the Council meeting by previous arrange-

tbranding of cattle and regulating the height of fences. As regards

craplias <

o
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St. George Street, after Mr. George Barker, younger son of
Wm. and Ann Barker. Its southern terminus, running through tie
Kent property, was named Raglan Street, in honor of Lord Raglan,
the favorite hero of story and romance to the early Victorian youth
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, first Baron Raglan, was Military Secretary th
Wellington, whose niece he married. He lost his right arm a
Waterloo; but when peace was restored he learned to write will
his left hand, and continued his work as Secretary. He died fron
cholera at the siege of Sebastapool.
now called St. George.

Kent Lane, a thoroughfare running through property stil
owned by the Kent family.

Comfort Place, the Talbot Street entrance to the propertyd
the late Jesse Comfort.

Barton Street, also off Talbot Street, named by Mr. Kent afterd
small town in Staffordshire.

Piccadilly, Pall Mall, Oxford, Grosvenor, Bond, Great Marke)
Cheapside and Regent Streets are undoubtedly named for the lead
ing thoroughfares in the Modern Babylon, and afforded much satit
ical amusement to Harry Furness, the Cartoonist of Punch, on i
occasion of his visit to the Forest City in 1897.

Huron Street, our northern boundary, is happily Canadian au
dignified.

The property owned by the late J. B. Strathy, north of Grosven
Street, often called *Strathy’s Grove,” though that name Wi
properly applied to * The Pines,” his residence on Dundas Street, w
a delightfully cool resting place on a hot summer’s day, and in ti
winter the site of more frost-bitten members than any other spi
on the long drive to Goderich.

Louisa Street, running through the property, was named i
Mr. Strathy’s eldest daughter.

Sherwood Avenue, being truly rural, was named by the fath
of Paul Peel after the home of the knights in green.

Cromwell Street, a continuation of Louisa Street to the ea
owned by Mr. Richard Evans, an admirer of the Lord Protector.

Alma Street, after Alma’s Heights in the Crimea.

College Avenue, leading to Huron College, was formerly namess
Thomas Street, after Surveyor-General Thos. Ridout, till *Roufs

Park,” the residence of the late Lionel Ridout, was purchased by i

Diocese of Huron for a Divinity College, and became the nucleus@s

the Western University.
Hellmuth Avenue runs through the grounds of the old Hellmul

Boys’ College, which, after a struggling existence, changing its nans
to Dufferin College, with a new Board of Management, was ‘h

razed to the ground, and the land sold for building purposes.

Christie Street, named in honor of Mr. John Christie, a pron
nent builder and property-owner in the northern part of the toy
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Street, surveyed in 1851, when the world was r:mging
withPtaIlll;1 cs(\exccess of the Prince Consort’s first great World’s Fﬁll’. ane(lt
the glories of the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park. The small stret

Cameron.

Cartwright Street, for John Cartwright, of Cartwright’s mils

Cartwright’s Pond,” als

2 ill say of “
Dorchester ; our sportsmen will say tights Pond o

ill,
The water power was first used for a sawmill,
pine lands where Cartwright Street now stands.

Picton Street, named for Sir Thomas Picton,

short cross street was cut between W
it was most appropriately named Picton.

Wolfe Street, for General James Wolfe, hero of the Heightsd
Abraham. ¢h the oldill

Hyman Street, one of the new streets cut throu

Grounds, named f
near at hand.

i de its ne

hen in 1835 the Crown Lands Department ma
i adopting the private surveys that had gone on in the ..‘
d as a matter of course that Waterloo Stred

survey,
time, it was accepte
should follow Wellington.

i f Canal
Iborne Street, named for Sir John Colborne, Governor o. :
Wes?oduggllg the troublesome times that preceded the Rebelliol ;

He established the Crown rectories throughout the Province.

- 1, so toli
ucceeded the Earl of Durham as Governor General, ;
ggl;{l(fs ?ell the difficult task of awarding punishment to the rebel

He was a thorough soldier and strict disciplinarian.

f U.D
ell Street, named for Colonel Mahlon Burwell. of
Loyzﬁius?ilescent, chief supporter of Coloqel Talbot 1n.the %ett(l;(;llgn
London District. A surveyor by profession, he obtgme;d v ; loné
Talbot’s influence much government work, and his ](]))urna ts :;
letters form a valuable collection in the Crown Lands epﬁr :«lze !
He took an active part in the war o_f 1812 ar}d the d1sti:1r al !
37 He several times represented Middlesex in the Parliamen|

Upper Canada, and was the first member for London- town.

street was originally surveyed through to North Street, but i

i to prevent I
Laurence Lawrason had sufficient influence )
g:&ing through his handsome grounds, the present site of t

Sacred Heart Convent.

i d for Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieutenal
e Having fought under Wellington infi
anish names and st
tered them with a free hand throughout Canada—Lobo, Zora, Mo

is wi . daughter of the Duke of Rid
etc. His wife, Lady Sarah Lennox, daug e

Governor of Canada West.
Peninsula war, he acquired a fancy for Sp:

mond, was a woman of strong persona

a favorite Generd

of the Duke of Wellington who was killed at Waterloo. The blot

London District Council, and when tit
L e e ellington and Waterloo Street§

or London’s popular Member, whose tanneryi
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" entered more fully than most grand dames of the period into the

unconventional freedom of colonial life. King George IV. was dead,
* his poor wife forgotten, and William and Adelaide were reigning at

given this rather ambitious name by the owner, John Hillyar Whitehall when the new survey was made in London, Canada; so
was

* their names were given to two leading thoroughfares.

4 It behooves road contractors and syndicates to put their best
* foot foremost, for a powerful rival has appeared on the scene. The
. first sod of the Great Western Railway was turned, amid much
i pomp, by Col. Talbot, very near the present C.P.R. station, in 1847,
and in the last month of 1853 the first train drawn by an engine
teamed into London, Canada West.

These streets and various surveys, rapidly filling with prosper-

. government, and in 1848 became a town with a Mayor (Mr. Simeon
\ Morrill first filling the chair) and eight Councillors. Two years
afterwards the Councillors increased to three for each ward, with
" Reeve and Deputy Reeve to take the place of the homeless fifth
member.

On the 21st day of September, 1854, the Royal command went
orth to all our loving subjects and all others'to whom it doth or may

en thousand inhabitants at the last census, it was to be incorpo-
- rated as a City, with all the privileges and responsibilities attached
thereto. The said City to be divided into seven wards: the first six
south of Oxford Street, divided by Dundas Street, and subdivided
y Richmond and Waterloo Streets; the seventh ward all of the
ity north of Oxford Street, facetiously called the ward near
Goderich.
The election took place the first Monday in January, 1855.
ames Earl, of Elgin and Kincardine, was Governor-General, and
urray Anderson, Esq., was elected to be the first Mayor of the City
f London. For some years the Council Chamber must have been
J to overflowing, for each of the seven wards was represented by
§wo aldermen and two councilmen. In 1865 the position of council-
iman was abolished, and an extra alderman elected for each ward.
Now London, for the last time, acquires a new name. No
nger “London, C. W.,” but “ London, Ontario, Canada.” The Hon.
iJohn A. MacDonald, who worked hard for the consummation of what
‘Lord Durham had foreseen to be the only hope for peace to the
olonies, was anxious that the new-born nation should be called the
Kingdom of Canada,” but he was overruled by the caution of Lord
onck, the Governor-General ; and on the 1st July, 1867, our country
ecame the “Dominion of Canada,” and the name “ New Dominion”
ourished on magazines, hotels, cigars—even girls.

- In 1882 the number of wards was once more reduced to four,

uilt on the old Rectory Glebe lands to the south, and English’s Bush

ous settlers, London soon outgrew the primitive form of police ~

concern, that, as the town of London was proved to have more than !

vided by Richmond and Dundas Streets. In 1885, London East, |

b e, BB

e
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i i 8, the city spreadl
§ i rd in 1890. When, in 1898, y ‘
{ (;?g: ttgl i(?;}é%lnw%est, it was found necessary to readjust many
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d, was annexed to‘ @ . Grand Avenue, beinga very smart place, has had some difficulty
to the north of Dundas Street, as the lfgg‘b‘g:xll‘ “Tilley's Cornerell 1 ;n settﬂngﬁon ; gfme. At first Hamilton Row, after Sl}len% H%mllll—
city. Its original post office address ho kept a general store on (8 £00, Who Tivec St on the north and then on the south side of the
named for Alderman Charles Lilley, who g treet. Hamilton’s bush

i Streets. ‘

corner of Adelaide and Dundas . 4
After much discussion, London South, \{v‘hlfe]fi- '{‘lgw(/ivnxgi‘ilg,rtho
separate municipality, but was part qf We§tmms kiates
in reality a suburb of London, came into line, ;femtpmade ol
tage of city improvemen'cs:I ThereP av!\‘rf,s, :Zr;l de aotranother ot ol
i burb *St. James Park, e
gigﬁgrlﬂ’l'l'sbsuut as London South it was generally known till ith

Was an ideal picnic ground before the

- railways brought excursions into vogue. As Hamilton Row was

often mistaken for Hamilton Road, the hame was changed to Maple

- Avenue; but that again conflicted with Maple Street. It was finally

settled on Grand Avenue. Any traveller taking this road on a

bright moonlight night will quite understand how it got still another
' hame among the young people, that of “Lovers’ Lane.”

Ferguson Avenue, named for Mr. James Ferguson, County
egistrar, residing at * The Beeches,” in the neighborhood.

Madiver Lane, named for the family who originally occupied
the lane.
Front Street, on the bank of the river, I should say so named
because it had no back. Itis altogether a very picturesque little
one-sided street, formerly called Bridge Street.

Clarke Street, from the bridge to which it leads, or what is
Practically the same, the Rev. Wm. Clark

four wards prefl
ditions. There are, once more, )
gxlf(érrxllé;%?xs'iﬁgg I(;(s)anundas and Wellington Stree{)s. N(l)irllé fri(r)lxcriu'
das and Wellington Streets, S.-W. corner, tos t?sgts W
London South; No. 2, Dundas and Wellington Stre Nington St
i OI; ding London West; No. 3, Dundas and We Hrlgﬁneries i
1Snf:Eu corner, includin%1 Qlﬁeeﬁ's cl(’:;lé,r t(l)lfe B?lrn g;lgpsé nd. Welling pracicl o cottage barn
undries, etc.; No. 4, N.-E. ot be restorel 00] e river.
g;reets. 1 would suggest that the olLd o ?g,ifgtlgtf‘affirew's, and§ High Street, changed from Hamilton Street, which was named
the wards, and St. David’s, St. Patrick’s, © for Sheriff Hamilton, leads to the high land south.
George’s again bear the bannefies of the homesick settlers, thed Wpt&m Street, namegi for Geor ’ry old re t
Without regard to the wisl f the Old London names, S0 alive at the age of mnety-four. He says he sits in his chair
fallers ullloGuldronped many o from its position equidistantinow, and laughs, to think what a recklocs lad he was when at the
Market Street is Central Avenue, r(])3m d Street became Prin@age of twenty-one he married a wife and started for the new country
tween Huron and South St"eeﬁs' S Timothy Street, a s out a penny in his pocket, and no knowledge of the world,
Avenue, in honor of Princess oulLS ne Avenue for her hushs ause a friend, Mr. Edward Matthews, wrote that there was
street to the east, was changed to Lor ‘here to be had for the catching. The friend
then Governor-General of Canadﬁ{- ton, “the Duke” par excell T and mosquitoes, which Were also free to all
Duke Street, named for Welling in Avenue at the request ir However, the young Staffordshireman was a good
of that day, was changed to Duffer f the street. Lord Dufft@Searpenter, and his wife was a good dressmaker, so they were Jjust
Colon [ Renwicy and (other fosdents ains friendly lady, had niithe class of settlers the country wanted. In the list of officials,
the very popular Govg?rnor-General, asno before, and their named v i ioned at one time as town carpenter. With
the tour of the Province a year or & board sidewalks and plank roads, this was, no doubt, an impor-
praise were in everybody’s mouth. il of 1892, and another in 1 t position. Watson Street was originally called Turley-Tooloo
A by-law, passed by the pourtlr%ets should be changed at#®Street, the Jiame of Renold’s and Shaw’s sawmills on the river near
by wh_ich the namessof t%el:ﬁ:in fondon West into the city, bulby, then Mill Street.
reception of Loxlllglotrll 01‘13 Alid it ; i ) _esttltlm Su:ele;% nﬁmfjd for the well-known market gardener who
many names which wer L ; ; inuatin@ived in the neighborhood,
Queen Street, south of Victoria Bré%%(:'h beagrf?agosntt'lezl:, it lary Avenue, for Mr. John McClary, head of the McClary
Ridout Street, became Rldofutth Sétr::rtliest S London{], ‘ gnogf?](énmng Co., whose residence commands a fine position on
rae, one o : : i rner.
ff:flpeRgbf(f tbgﬁﬁf the old Courthouse. He, in tﬁgngl:g}t(lzrfl ke Maryboro Place was surveyed by Colonel Gartshore, and named
John Beattie, invested in a block of ‘l‘%l(i-f?;%ngrescent,” registerdf for his father’s home near Glasgow_, in Scotland ; it is a new and
and built his home on the street. a nd the bend of the rié ndsome street, with all the modern improvements, running through
1906, continues from Carfrae Street arou the block from High Street to Wellington Road.
Grand Avenue. 4

ge Watson, a very old resident,

)
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: When one of the residents objected to St. Patrick Street taking

* the place of Queen Street, Alderman O’Mara silenced the opposition
with the characteristic remark : “Faith, I doubt if there will ever be
a dacenter man on the street than the same St. Patrick!” St.
Patrick is evidently too decent for the neighborhood, as they are
again advocating changing the name.

When St. Andrew Street took the name of William Street it
was unchallenged, and naturally suggested that of Argyle Street to
replace John Street ; Beaufort Street to take the place of Mill Street ;
Euston Street that of Dufferin Street ; Guelph Street that of Pine
Street; and Cavendish Street that of Birch Street. These are all
high-sounding names that pleased the civic ear, and were con-
‘sidered suitable for such an English town. The memory of the

d, the coal merchant;
d Street, named for John G. Orchar.,
one (())fr gllaejoldest residents in the neighborhood ; was Kent Avenue‘

i iginal survey. ;
o th}o?lﬁgégﬁ Street,y after James Johnston, who owned a brickyard

ite ; took the place of Hill Street.
= tlisja?llway Street faces the G. T. R. track. : .
MacAlpine Street, named for Dr. MacAlpine, a SOn-l;l— lgrook-'
Mr. Kent's ; and Malcolm Street, for his son. The namez" o et
ﬁ;id Foreét Hill, Woodward, Rivtler\}rllew, ‘lﬁﬂqw?(%%pinée:r o
g by Mr. Kent, are all thorcughly in {
ﬁl‘;g{lzﬁ:{r;l:&'egfbl%en;al Park. Chelsea and Chessington Avenuq
were imported from England by Mr. Kent.

.1 Ward since 1905, besides Carfré hite cliffs of 4757 : ;
. Thetnz\;vestr?gtgsl :scilggd&% g?ue, oaat from Ridout Street ned white cliffs o Zon was not disturbed
rescent, :

_ late Ephrain Empress Avenue replaced Ann Street North, and Forward
Victoria Bridie' the n;a);nt% (:)ff ﬂé?_air'leds“;g‘:;ugf a?tlgr %hOS. pBaker. Js\t;'entue. named after an old resident on the street, replaced Oak
Park; Baker Avenue, sout ‘of the Cove Roadfiii Street. :
owner of the proaz:tsﬁrS}Erjihﬁ\ﬁggﬁingg"l?wggr,t dgu ghter of (it 00é“ernl&ey f?&r%nue, at the end of the survey, is a name suggesting
; ll\)lliglcl];:;ovr\lrl}z)lz?t‘i:ed his friend over by writing that game could MESEWO0CS and wild flowers.

d - i h the Alicia Street, for the wife of C M
had for the catching; MacKenzie Avenue, running throug e L e ameron MacDonald, who made

ilip MacKenzie. : I 5
property of Mr. Philip i we come to the site of theo Agnes Street, for the daughter of Thomas Green, who lived on
Ken;&gfggsgz%u%gn?uwng?;:%dB ggg&r. Charles Hutchinson, on wiiiSithe property.

Grace Street, for a well-known character of London West,
Dickey Grace, who lived for years in this neighborhood.

Napier Street must have been suggested by the aspect of the
river at high-water, when there was something to fight.

Leslie Street and Alexander Street, both named for Alexander
* Leslie, who had a market garden in this block.

Lackey Street, named for a well-known old resident.

Charles Street, named for C. P. Smith, formerly well known as

Uncle Charley,” of the firm of Smith & Chapman, hardware
erchants in the city. )

ixon’ ied to grow fla
Nixon’s Flats, where Applegarth trie h
rav‘?esnkll)lgf‘g;:a aPEete; MacGregor built.lllus tav:,}l;g %;igilgafolr{k:ﬁt IF\‘II.; ;
illage of Petersville, on
gf 'ﬁl?)t Vl('[is nggnrel Pgeters, pioneer butcher of London,dwhg, l;(r)lu
u:i sus;vey.ed land, building his home, * Grosvenor I.flq ge(')rigin
?1?11 overlooking his domain, proclaiming his Devonshire

the name chosen. the arduous task of m
When the Council of 1ol undert(;(t)kwas impossible to plea

i ets in London We;st, 1 Dlea
gsg;rll)%d%‘? ss(:r(:hey cut the Gordian knot by fastening their oy

s £ all, Wilson Avenue,f ] :
names right and leﬁt. V%’(')ls‘gr? l}i‘s’fég ngo the oft-repeated Cents Edith Street, named for Mr. Chapman’s daughter.
éhe Mas}’go‘i’to]g%u‘];etnfor lAnn‘ Street South; Carrothers Asvenute,( Catrolme Street, after Mrs. Caroline Rich, who owned the
treet; Be g treet; Wyatt Street, i property.
Peter Street; Coopeé_ tgtfséh‘fgr'r?l(-;staﬁersediﬂl being City Solicio I.’aul St}'eet. named by Dr. Farrar, who owned the property,
Maple Street ; Mere 11 3 Street' for Ash Street. Irwin Streetal r his old friend and partner'in the grocery business, Anson Paul.
for Elm Street; Doug aeer names, as the block had been lati ~ Oxford Street naturally suggests Cambridge Street, just south
Gunn Street _werebplgn Sk Street" renamed Saunby Street for of it ; and then why not Edinborough Avenue ?
surveyed, divided by elsl S to name one street Jolly Row,@8 Mount Pleasant Avenue leading to Mount Pleasant Cemetery.
proprietor. When it }v% L the worthy alderman objected, as it W= Surrey Avenue suggests the Surrey side over the Thames in Old

4§
say suggeStiveAldeman Dreaney preferred that his name sl Cherry Street, Walnut Street, Hickory Street, Chestnut Street,
Z?gbetllllil:hgsl.‘last London (where he had won hx; spurs), SO Drea‘

which has had no commercial or manufacturing center to start from.

Hazel Street, all express the rural character of the neighborhood, 1
Avenue took the place of Alma Street East. “
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Delmige Avenue, on the property of Dr. James Wilson, was
lately surveyed and named for his mother.

As London East was built on the pioneer farm of Mr. Noble it
English, it is natural that the family names should appear in the 3
first survey till replaced by others more convenient or more suitable
for the purpose. The first street after Adelaide Street, the eastern
boundary of the Crown lands survey, is Elizabeth Street, named for
Elizabeth Forsythe, wife of Mr. Noble English. English Street takes
the family name. Ontario and Quebec Streets, named for the two
most important provinces of the new Dominion. “ Woodman
Avenue,” the family name of Robert Quick’s mother. Lyman
Street and John Street, changed to a continuation of Princess Avenug;
Timothy Street, changed to Lorne Avenue ; Franklin Street toa
continuation of Dufferin Avenue, and Elias Street, were all named
for sons of Mr. English.

Salisbury, for Lord Salisbury, Premier of England, the suc-
cessor of D'Israeli in the Tory party.

Wolseley Avenue has been lately added.

Rattle Street, named for the pioneer, Dan Rattle, who kepta
well-known hostelry on Adelaide Street in the old days.

Keyburn Street, named for a family who held property in the
neighborhood.

Middleton Avenue, after General Middleton, who led the forces
to quell the Riel rebellion in the N.-W. T.

Nightingale Avenue, s0 named by Mr. James Montford, anfis=
ardent admirer of Florence Nightingale, the mother of all trained 8-
nursing. b

Charlotte and Dorinda Streets, on the Abbott survey, named forlfi
the daughters of A. S. Abbott. E

The little group of names on the Glass, Walker and Hutchenson
surveys has called forth a good deal of discussion as to who is who
Mary Street, for Mrs. Samuel Glass. Laura Street, for Miss Walker|
Florence Street, for Mrs. Walker. The Colonel facetiously remarking|
“We had better put the daughter between the two ladies to keep
peace.” Eva Street, for Miss Glass. Francis Street, named fo
Mr. Frank Hutchenson’s son; Mabel Street and Ethel Street for
daughters of Mr. Chas. Hutchenson. |

Wilton Avenue, after a residential street in Toronto. ;

Brydges Street, Swinyard Street, Muir Street, Childers Strett|
named in honor of the G. T. Railway magnates.

Gore Street, a short street in the gore formed by the junction
of Brydges Street and Wilton Avenue.

Ash Street, Elm Street, Oak Street, still seem delightfully fresh;
but will no doubt soon have their names changed when busines
crowds in. |

Egerton Street, named for Egerton Ryerson, the foremosl
educationalist of Canada. |

i

o

¢ Murray Anderson, first mayor of London.

.~ registrar for London.

. Burwell's original surv i
b ey; since changed, but not regis
Ottaway Avenue, a corruption of the maiden name of gl\drts?riic,la?rsl

- man who had done his duty.
lands to St. Paul’s Rectory by the Act of Governor Colborne.

. Hewitt, changed i i
E l%?) dsfo Glebe Street, as it was in St. Paul's Glebe or

 of Clarke’s Bridge, who after man

‘ s dge, ea

b g{o:rg;eiauog his ffther had gathgrgd i(s)gr:ttllllé;l e e
\ nn Soper Lyle, and with comm i

and prettiest name to designate his stz'e(?(relt(.1 e

block, but the Cit i
e é geigfne time ago purchased land and carried it

\ O "
_n /R . _§
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Ormsby Street, Hackett St i
Graydon family, who owned thisrg?otc':k].)ame Dty amesin Dhe

Grafton S i
stree(t}s i Dublt;riet and Sackville Street, named for the two main

ampbell Street, named for John Ca
Lom}gn. l:;lnd a popular citizen of London for mrgggesl}éaf;( e

itchener Avenue and Roberts Avenue, a i
. Y e

ls)gllllsl Af(;;cl;if; lAe‘x,'eos, by %/I A. Campbell, of the Peolp‘)l(r;:rig)(:arnO(f]otx?:-3
el nue, Mr. Campbell’s cable word, compounded

Lovett Street, on the Park S
. - urvey, -i
Mr. Ssz:nclluellf’%rk, Governor of the Gaol.y s el
edwell Street, an active oil man, a son-in-I
! s -in-law of Mr. Park.
. %gimls‘ Street, forrperly Oak Street, renamed in honor of atﬁia
An& ewis, : prominent citizen and former mayor of London
erson Avenue, changed from Chester Street in honor of

Pegler Street, for an old resident i i
, 10 in the neighborhood.
Walker Street, in honor of Colonel John \%’alﬁfer,o 3‘2 one time

Carson Lane, named for the
> popular School Inspector.
Marmora Street, Mamalon Street, Inkerman Slzreet. and Redan

Street, in the Hammond surv
e fammo Russianeg‘\,/ :re.lmed for some of the battles of

Lansdowne Avenue, named f
ue, or Lord Lansd
General of Canada during the time of the Northwrslres(t)vl\gs:te;ell?(())r‘:.e B

Ieall St[eet, a faVOl'lte name given by one of the IeSIdents
a.
g il

South Street, a continuation of the southern terminus of Colonel
, who is an earnest worker for the Hospi

ospital on South Street.
Nelson Street and Trafalgar Street call to mind one }frfélish-
Rectory Street, eastern boundary of the original grant of Crown

Glebe Street, formerly called Hewitt Street, after Alderman !

farshall Street, named for an old resident on the street.
yle Street, surveyed by the Rev. W. F. Clarke, son of the hero

He married Miss

It was at first only one




{

' when land can be had for the asking ; but one cannot always tell
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Philip Street, on the Scanlan  survey, for Philip Evans, an old
servant of the Scanlan family.

Eleanor and Patrick Streets were named for Mr. Scanlan’s father
and wife.

Streets opened since 1905 are: Hyatt Avenue, named for
owner of property, runs from Grey to Hill Street and Hamilton Road;
and Webb Street, after Thos. Webb, landlord of the old Wellington

. Hotel, runs south of South Street.

It is a wise city that provides for its parks before it needs them

just where the city will center itself, and London had two grants,
which were afterwards turned into building lots—one in the north
end, northeast of Lake Horn, the other in the south, between
Stanley Street and the Railway track, extending from Wortley to
Wharncliff Roads. Col. Mahlon Burwell deeded this land to the
City for all time, to be called St. James Park. The name can still
be traced in St. James Park P.O,, the original name for London
South, and in St. James Episcopal Church. The land deeded by the
Crown for exhibition purposes, the old cricket square, formerly the
Barrack ground, with its historic stump fence, was purchased for a
park by the City, and formally dedicated with the name of Her Most
Gracious Majesty Victoria by Governor-General Lord Dufferin in
1874. Salter’s Grove was purchased and held for some time, while
the City Council discussed the desirability of locating a park. In
1879 it was enclosed and named Queen’s Park, and a special com:
mittee appointed to attend to its improvement and preservation
The completion of the waterworks system, in 1877, gave birth to
Springbank Park, and the building of the London and Port Stanley
Tr&ictéon Road laid the foundation of Alexandra Park, near Lambeth,
in 1906.

While her splendid road and railway system, her commercial
enterprise, and her educational advantages have fulfilled Simcoe’s
prophecy of the Metropolis of the West, London is even more proud
of her wide and shaded streets, her grassy lawns and boulevards,
and her splendid parks, which make good the claim to her favorite

title,
“THE FOREST CITY.”

“-'- erected for the guests. The logs gathered

The Great Western Railway

d COMPILED BY MISS GILKINSON FROM PAPERS
) LEFT BY HER F ATHER, THE LATE COLONEL
GILKINSON, OF BRANTFORD, AND READ
BEFORE THE SOCIETY, DECEMBER 151H, 1908

Breaking Ground in London

On Saturday, 23rd of October, 1849

the ground for this i
g o great national und

The directors of the Com i i i

i h € pany having previously intimated i
:intentxon of commencing the_work on that day, a gran(;3 pl?ll).leilg
demonstration was held. Daylight b}'oke on the eventful morning

. From
hour the streets of London gave evidence of a holiday.a ¥ggys?1%ré§

and innumerab]
- with the hardy lords of the soil, and their merry f:m“i,laig(s),ni)oflillz!gg

, the ceremony of breaking
ertaking was celebrated at

Carrol, Directors came on the ground wi 1

, Dir , C: th Mr. Goodh 2
led to their placqs in the procession. The band struck llll“l}) ;atrsldjov;?ll;(le
notes, and the dlffergnt Igodles filed off the ground in the following
manner, under the direction of Capt. Wilson, marshal of the day :

The Rifle Company, Artillery, Band of Musi
4 s s ¢, the T
Sﬁquty, the Freemasons,_ Prg:s. of Board of Police and Megggs; artl}(:g
eriff, County Judge, District Council and Wardens, Treasurer and

Clerk of the Peace Magistrates, the Presid i
) ) b ent and Direct
Rallro_ad Com., the contractors, Col. Talbot and invitefiecgl(l)er):tgf g:

, the Ngational Societies. Visitors and
The Corteg d al D ek

; & vortege moved along Dundasg Street to Richmond Str
%vl.?gge ;tt It}zlllixlzee(}-l ol;g nm('ith, pasiing hthe barracks and crossing ?:?12
| , and came i

” abouTtlfl miledfrom o Courthouse?(g) alt on the left side of the road
. € windows of the houses were crowded with the fair d

* of London, and the procession moved it s
“A crowds. The reader must remember tgx;ttlﬂl]r_ough el LT




